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DR ERN MANEA 

Statement 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [9.50 pm]: It is with great sadness that I rise tonight to acknowledge the 
passing of a much loved and greatly respected Bunbury legend, Dr Ern Manea. I doubt that there is anyone in 
this place who has not heard of Dr Manea. Dr Manea was one of the longest serving mayors of the City of 
Bunbury. He was an amazing force in making Bunbury what it is today. He was 86 years old when he passed 
away in the early hours of this morning after a long period of illness.  

He was born in Albany on 23 December 1926 and came to Bunbury on 18 May 1952 with the intention of 
staying for a very short time, which did not eventuate. He did his medical training at the University of Western 
Australia and the University of Adelaide and completed an internship at Royal Perth Hospital. He served as a GP 
in a large Bunbury practice from about 1952 before striking out on his own in 2002 at the age of 76. He was the 
city’s longest serving mayor and at various times was a patron or board member of over 300 community 
organisations. He was the first chair of the South West Development Commission and served on the boards of St 
John of God Hospital, the TAB, GWN, LandCorp and many others. He was also the first recipient of a state local 
government medal and an Officer and Member of the Order of Australia. During his working life, he delivered in 
excess of 3 580 babies, some of whom were grandmother, mother and child, including Hon Rick Mazza, I 
understand.  

I do not have enough time this evening to do justice to the huge contribution that Ern Manea made to both 
Bunbury and the south west, but I can assure members that everyone in Bunbury and the south west either knew 
Dr Ern Manea personally or had heard of his good reputation. He was an incredible man. He had such incredible 
positive energy that people could not help but be drawn to him. He was a great intellect. He always had ideas 
about how to improve Bunbury and the south west. Whenever we were looking for advice, he was a man we 
would constantly turn to because he was always very kind and compassionate in the advice that he gave and we 
knew that the advice that he gave had many years of experience behind it and great vision. He was very much 
involved in Bunbury 2000, which transformed Bunbury. He really set down the basis of the South West 
Development Commission, which came to be repeated was replicated in other regions across the state. I think his 
achievements are absolutely remarkable. For one individual to have touched as many lives as Dr Ern Manea 
touched is indeed a remarkable thing.  

It took many of us by surprise to hear the news in the early hours of this morning that he had passed away. I 
know that his dear wife, Snookie Manea, will be devastated at losing the love of her life. It is truly remarkable 
when two people are married for as long as Snookie and Ern and stay as much in love as the day they first met. 
The love and respect between Snookie and Ern never faded, which is something that all of us should aspire to. I 
am not sure whether Hon Rick Mazza would like to stand and say a few words. I do not know whether he recalls 
much of the event of his birth, but he is in a very select group of babies to have been delivered by Dr Ern Manea. 
I understand that Melissa Parke was also delivered by Dr Ern Manea. I know from Melissa that whenever she 
needed advice, she would frequently ring Ern and chat to him. I know that she will miss him greatly too, as will 
many of us. I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the enormous contribution that this one man 
has made to Bunbury and to the south west, and to give my heartfelt sympathy to Snookie and the family. 
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